After Hamas Attack, U.S. to Send
Weapons and Warships to Support
Israel

The moves were designed by the Biden administration to reassure Israelis of the
United States’ commitment, despite months of tension between Mr. Biden and Israel’s
prime minister.
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The Pentagon announced on Sunday that it was sending additional munitions to Israel
and moving Navy warships closer to the country in a show of support, a day after
Palestinian militants launched one of the broadest invasions on Israeli territory in 50
years.

Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III said he had ordered the aircraft carrier Gerald R.
Ford and five guided-missile cruisers and destroyers, which are already in the
Mediterranean Sea, to the eastern part of the sea, near Israel. Officials said the ships
were en route but would take a few days to arrive.

Mr. Austin also said the United States was increasing the number of Air Force fighter
jets and attack planes in the region to “bolster regional deterrence efforts.” The
assistance “underscores the United States’ ironclad support for the Israel Defense
Forces and the Israeli people,” Mr. Austin said in a statement.

Mr. Austin’s announcement came as President Biden assured Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel in a call Sunday morning that military assistance was on its way and
more would follow.

The promise of military might was designed by the Biden administration to reassure
Israelis of the United States’ commitment to their security and to demonstrate resolve to
Hamas and Israel’s other adversaries in the region. It comes despite months of tension
between Mr. Biden and Mr. Netanyahu over disagreements about the prime minister’s
pursuit of judicial reforms that many Israelis say are undemocratic.

In the call, Mr. Biden “discussed the taking of hostages by Hamas terrorists, including
entire families, the elderly and young children,” according to a description of the call by
the White House.

“The president emphasized that there is no justification whatsoever for terrorism, and
all countries must stand united in the face of such brutal atrocities,” the statement
added.
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Pentagon officials said the deployment of additional forces was meant to deter Iran,
Syria and any country or militant group from joining the conflict, as well as to provide
enough ships, warplanes and other weaponry to protect Americans and American
interests in the region.

Gen. Michael E. Kurilla, the head of the military’s Central Command, said in a statement
on Sunday that his force “stands firmly with our Israeli and regional partners to address
the risks of any party seeking to expand the conflict.”

A senior Biden administration official said just hours after the attacks that the United
States did not have intelligence that Iran was directly involved in planning the assault
on Israel. But the official, who requested anonymity to discuss diplomatic and military
planning, said Iran had long been deeply connected to Hamas, offering it financial
support and military equipment.

Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said on NBC’s “Meet the Press” program on Sunday
morning that the Israeli government had “asked for some specific additional assistance”
as the country gears up for what Mr. Netanyahu has warned will be a prolonged conflict.

Mr. Austin said the Biden administration would supply the Israeli armed forces with
additional equipment and resources, including munitions. U.S. officials declined to be
more specific about particular weapons systems, but independent analysts said Israel
would likely request more interceptors for its Iron Dome missile defense system as well
as bombs and missiles for attack planes.

American officials said on Sunday that they were also working through plans to evacuate
thousands of Americans from Israel if necessary in what is called a “noncombatant
evacuation.” Pentagon officials emphasized that no decisions have been made but that
they were working through options, including one that involves putting some Americans
on the Navy ships to get them to safety.

The United States already provides Israel more than $3 billion in military assistance
every year, and Mr. Blinken said that much of the equipment from that funding is
already “in the pipeline” to be sent to Israel. The Pentagon also has positioned stockpiles
of arms and ammunition worth about $2 billion at about six sites throughout Israel. The
stockpiles provide weapons and ammunition for the Pentagon to use in Middle East
conflicts, and the United States has also allowed Israel access to the supplies in
emergencies.



