
2023 POLICY
CONFERENCE

OHIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THE BLUEPRINT FOR OHIO’S 
ECONOMIC FUTURE

SAWMILL CREEK – AUGUST 9 TO 11



AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9

4:00 p.m. – Registration Opens – Willows Lobby
5:00 p.m. – Ohio Chamber of Commerce PAC Reception – Millers Creek & Hideout 
(For OCCPAC contributors only, for your chance to win 4 tickets to the Columbus Crew vs. 
Toronto FC game on August 26)
6:00 p.m. – Welcome Reception – Willows Courtyard
7:00 p.m. – Dinner and Program with Keynote Speakers – North Hall

•	 The Honorable Dick Celeste, Governor of Ohio 1983-1991
•	 The Honorable Bob Taft, Governor of Ohio 1999-2007
•	 The Honorable Ted Strickland, Governor of Ohio 2007-2011
•	 Moderator: The Honorable Mary Taylor – VP for Operations & Finance, 

	 Northeast Ohio Medical University / Lt. Governor of Ohio 2011-2019
9:00 p.m. – Casino Night – South Hall

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10
8:00 a.m. – Breakfast Buffet Begins – North Hall
9:00 a.m. – Breakfast & Policy Panel: Ohio Chamber Government Affairs Debrief
Update on pro-business budgetary and policy priorities related to the 
Chamber’s Blueprint for Ohio’s Economic Future.

•	 Tony Long, General Counsel & Director of Tax Policy, Ohio Chamber of Commerce 
•	 Justin Barnes, Director of Workforce, Small Business & Technology Policy, Director 

	 of Federal Affairs, Ohio Chamber of Commerce
•	 Meredith Craig, Director of Healthcare Policy, Ohio Chamber of Commerce
•	 Matt MacLaren, Director of Travel & Tourism Policy, Ohio Chamber of Commerce
•	 Kevin Shimp, Associate Attorney, Dickinson Wright
•	 Moderator: Rick Carfagna, SVP of Government Affairs, Ohio Chamber  

	 of Commerce 

10:00 a.m. – Policy Panel: Exploring Ohio’s Regional Business Climates
Presentations from JobsOhio’s Regional Partners on the unique geographic and
economic dynamics across the state.

•	 Kenny McDonald, President & CEO, One Columbus
•	 Mike Jacoby, President & CEO, Ohio Southeast
•	 Bill Koehler, Chief Executive Officer, Team NEO
•	 Gary Thompson, Executive Vice President & COO, Regional Growth Partnership
•	 Julie Sullivan, EVP of Development, Dayton Development Coalition
•	 Kevin Donnelly, VP of Project Management, REDI Cincinnati
•	 Moderator: Drew Cooper, Senior Manager, Federal & State Government 

	 Affairs, JobsOhio



THURSDAY, AUGUST 10 - CONTINUED
11:00 a.m. – Policy Panel: Embracing the Great Lakes Economy 
Hear from our Canadian partners on trade, investment, and other matters of
shared interest between Ohio and The Great White North.

•	 Colin Bird, Consul General of Canada, Consulate General of Canada in Detroit
•	 Todd Washam, Manager of State Government Affairs, Cenovus Energy
•	 Adam Parker, Manager, U.S. External Affairs/Mid-Atlantic Region, Enbridge
•	 Moderator: Dan Ujczo, Senior Counsel, International Trade and Transportation, 

	 Thompson Hine 

12:00 p.m. – To Go Box Lunches Available – Willows Lobby
1:00 p.m. – Afternoon Activities

•	 Golf Tournament
•	 Wine Tasting and Tour
•	 Recreational Boating
•	 Relax by the Pool

7:00 p.m. – Dinner and Program – North Hall
	 Capital Square’s Got Talent
9:00 p.m. – Sawmill After Hours – Pool & Cabana Lawn

9:00 a.m. – Breakfast Buffet Starts – North Hall
9:30 a.m. – Breakfast & Policy Panel: Ohio General Assembly Leadership Panel
Hear from members of House and Senate Leadership on both sides of the aisle 			 
about what’s to come for the remainder of the 135th Ohio General Assembly.

•	 Ohio Senate President Matt Huffman
•	 Senate Assistant Minority Leader Hearcel Craig
•	 Ohio House Assistant Majority Floor Leader Jon Cross 
•	 Ohio House Minority Leader Allison Russo
•	 Moderator:	Rick Carfagna, SVP of Government Affairs, 

	 Ohio Chamber of Commerce

11:00 a.m. – Closing Remarks
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11

AGENDA



SPEAKERS

THE HONORABLE 
DICK CELESTE, 

GOVERNOR OF OHIO 
1983-1991

THE HONORABLE 
BOB TAFT,

GOVERNOR OF OHIO 
1999-2007

THE HONORABLE 
TED STRICKLAND, 

GOVERNOR OF OHIO
2007-2011

THE HONORABLE 
MARY TAYLOR, VP FOR 

OPERATIONS & FINANCE, 
NEOMED / LT. GOV. 
OF OHIO 2011-2019

TONY LONG, GENERAL 
COUNSEL & DIRECTOR OF 

TAX POLICY, OHIO 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

JUSTIN BARNES, 
DIRECTOR OF WORKFORCE, 

SMALL BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY 
POLICY,  DIRECTOR OF FEDERAL 

AFFAIRS, OHIO CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE

MEREDITH CRAIG, 
DIRECTOR OF 

HEALTHCARE POLICY, 
OHIO CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE

MATT MACLAREN, 
DIRECTOR OF TRAVEL 

& TOURISM POLICY, 
OHIO CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE

KEVIN SHIMP, 
ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY, 

DICKINSON WRIGHT



SPEAKERS

KEVIN DONNELLY, 
VP OF PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT,

 REDI CINCINNATI

DREW COOPER, 
SENIOR MANAGER, 
FEDERAL & STATE 

GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS, JOBSOHIO

RICK CARFAGNA, 
SVP OF GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS, OHIO 
CHAMBER 

OF COMMERCE

KENNY MCDONALD, 
PRESIDENT & CEO, 

ONE COLUMBUS

MIKE JACOBY, 
PRESIDENT & CEO, OHIO 

SOUTHEAST

BILL KOEHLER, 
CEO,

TEAM NEO

GARY THOMPSON, 
EVP & COO, 

REGIONAL GROWTH
PARTNERSHIP

JULIE SULLIVAN,
EVP OF 

DEVELOPMENT, 
DAYTON DEVELOP-
MENT COALITION



SPEAKERS

OHIO HOUSE 
ASSISTANT MAJORITY 

FLOOR LEADER JON 
CROSS 

OHIO HOUSE 
MINORITY LEADER 

ALLISON RUSSO

COLIN BIRD, 
CONSUL GENERAL OF 
CANADA, CONSULATE 
GENERAL OF CANADA 

IN DETROIT

TODD WASHAM, 
MANAGER OF STATE

GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS, 

CENOVUS ENERGY

ADAM PARKER, 
MANAGER, U.S. 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS/
MID-ATLANTIC 

REGION, ENBRIDGE

DAN UJCZO, 
SENIOR COUNSEL,
INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE & 
TRANSPORTATION, 
THOMPSON HINE

OHIO SENATE 
PRESIDENT MATT 

HUFFMAN

SENATE ASSISTANT
MINORITY LEADER

HEARCEL CRAIG



THANK YOU TO OUR
PLATINUM SPONSORS



THANK YOU TO OUR
GOLD SPONSORS



THANK YOU TO OUR
SILVER SPONSORS



THANK YOU TO OUR
ACTIVITY & FOOD 

& BEVERAGE SPONSORS



Strategic Action.

www.hickspartners.com



BUILDING 
SUCCESS 
IN OHIO
As Ohio’s unique, private nonprofit 
economic development corporation, 
JobsOhio is proud to work together 
with companies, state, regional, and 
local government partners to drive 
the economic success of the state to 
a new level.

Since 2011, we’ve proven the benefits 
of relocating to and expanding in 
Ohio. We continue to grow our  
strategic focus to ensure Ohio  
is a best state for business.

Darnita Bradley
Senior Manager, 

Local Gov. Affairs  
& External Engagement

Jessica Vasiliades
Coordinator, Gov. Affairs  
& External Engagement

Drew Cooper
Senior Manager,  

Federal & State Gov. Affairs

LEARN MORE
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