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NTERIM REPORT CARD:
EVERYONE GETS
AN “INCOMPLETE".

During the course of every two-year session of the
Ohio General Assembly, the Ohio Chamber is a strong
advocate of all important pieces of legislation that
impact businesses or our state’s business climate.

When one of these bills is voted on by the House or

Senate, we track how state lawmakers vote on these
“key votes.” We then make sure you know whether or
not the lawmakers that represent you are effectively
working to make Ohio a stronger state in which to do
business. We call this our Free Enterprise Index, and
we’'ve been publishing it for more than two decades.

We're now halfway through the current 132nd General

The fact that there have been only a few key votes
doesn’t mean there aren’t issues in need of attention.
There most certainly are, and the five most pressing are
summarized below.

It is our hope that when we publish this General
Assembly’s final Free Enterprise Index one year from
now, these critical issues will have been addressed. For
now, every lawmaker has been given an “incomplete”
score on these five outstanding, major priorities. With
your help, these incompletes will disappear over the

next year and be replaced with “plusses” indicating

Assembly, and it’s a good time to deliver an interim
scorecard. Unfortunately, there have only been three
bills voted on by the House, and two by the Senate,
worthy of inclusion in our Free Enterprise Index.

votes in favor.

In the meantime, we urge you to contact your representative and senator
to remind them that more needs to be done to improve the business
climate in Ohio and to push for action on these five priorities:

UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION

Fix the broke and broken unemployment
compensation system by adjusting both
how much is paid into the fund and how
much is being paid out in benefits.

Key legislation we support: HB 620
(131st General Assembly)

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS

Bring balance and predictability to
employment discrimination laws

that currently create a compliance
nightmare and put Ohio’s businesses ata
competitive disadvantage.

Key legislation we support: HB 2

Top 5 Priorities for 2018

HEALTH INSURANCE
MANDATES

Reduce the threat of more one-size-
fits-all health insurance mandates that

lead to higher employer health care
premiums.

Key legislation we support: HB 450

REGULATORY REFORM

Build upon the existing authority of the
successful Common Sense Initiative to
minimize the negative impact that state
regulations have on businesses.

Key legislation we support: SB 221

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
REQUIREMENTS

Protect businesses from the escalating
costs of energy efficiency mandates.

Key legislation we support: HB 114’s
energy efficiency provisions
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LEGISLATION AND FREE ENTERPRISE SPOTLIGHT
DESCRIPTIONS

THEY WORK TO ENHANCE FREE
ENTERPRISE AND OPPORTUNITY.

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
HB1/0

LEGAL & BUSINESS
REGULATION
HB 233

WORKERS'
COMPENSATION
HB 27/

REP. NIRAJ ANTANI

In just over three years serving in the House, Rep.
Antani has built a solid 87 percent pro-business
score. More important, however, he recently
introduced House Bill 450, legislation that will
provide businesses with new protections against
future health insurance mandates.

SEN. TROY BALDERSON

During his nine years in the Ohio General Assembly,
Sen. Balderson has compiled a stellar lifetime pro-
business voting record of 98 percent. This session,
he was instrumental in ensuring that the process
for how the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency (Ohio EPA) develops pollution limits for
Ohio’s waterways affords adequate due process to
impacted businesses.

REP. ANTHONY DEVITIS

Rep. DeVitis has the unique distinction of being
the sole member of the Ohio House who still
maintains a lifetime pro-business voting record
0f 100 percent. His perfect record spans 29 votes
over six-plus years and isn’t too surprising, given
that he’s a small business owner, as well.

REP. BILL REINEKE

As abusiness owner himself, Rep. Reineke
understands first-hand the real-world
implications of actions taken in Columbus. He’s
one of only two members of the Ohio House to
post a 100 percent pro-business score so far this
session, and has been a strong voice for employers
on a variety of issues, from guns in the workplace,
to wind setback requirements, to unemployment
compensation reform.

SEN. JOE UECKER

Sen. Uecker has been a solid business advocate
on most issues, as his lifetime 96 percent pro-
business score indicates. He’s also the sponsor of
apending Ohio Chamber-backed bill, Senate Bill
221, that would minimize the negative impact
that state regulations have on businesses.



Only roll-call floor votes on issues that impact Ohio’s business
community will be used.

The chamber, through its member-driven issue committees,
must have taken a “Support” or “Oppose” position on the
legislation prior to the floor vote. If the chamber has taken a
position and informed all legislators of that position, the vote will
appear in the voting record.

The chamber must inform all legislators of its position prior to
the floor vote. All legislators will be informed of the chamber staff
lobbyist to contact for more information.

Roll-call votes on floor amendments may be included, but only if
the chamber has informed all legislators, in writing and prior to
the vote(s), of its position on expected amendment(s).

Certain legislation, because of its importance, may be given
additional weight in the compilation of the voting record, but
only if the chamber has informed all legislators, in writing and
prior to the vote, that the legislation may be subject to weighting.

Since the legislative process may significantly alter the substance
of legislation after its passage in one house, the inclusion of a
vote on legislation in one house does not necessarily mean a vote
in the second house will be used in the voting record.
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